Reproductive responses to varying food supply in a population of Darwin's finches: Clutch size, growth rates and hatching synchrony.
I show how food shortage affects reproduction in a population of Darwin's Medium Ground Finches, Geospiza fortis. Despite the common occurrence of starvation and absence of nest predation, hatching is typically nighly synchronous and adaptive brood reductionappears to be absent. Variation in both growth rates and clutch size in association with the varying conditions is documented. This variation is interpreted as being a direct response to environmental conditions rather than adaptive phenotypic plasticity. I conclude that selection pressures to raise one or two chicks during times of food shortage, or to delay growth rates, are weak or absent.